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Under glowing lights strung 
between cedars, patrons me-
andered toward the scents of 
wine and the sounds of steel 
drums, stopping to talk with 
friends old and new every few 
paces. The fifth annual Har-
vest Supper brought visitors 
and residents to Rowan Oak 
on Thursday night to support 
the University Museum.
Friends of the Museum 
organizes the event, which 
includes dinner, drinks and 
an auction of local art, to 
raise money for the museum 
each year. The group has 
raised $100,000 annually for 
the museum since the Harvest 
Supper began in 2014.
“The money the Friends 
bring in is really import to 
maintain the collection, to 
expand the collection and to 
have events to bring people 
in the museum,” said Kate 
Wallace, the membership, 
events and communications 
coordinator at the University 
Museum. “It means a lot. We 
work on a pretty small bud-
get. We’re a state institution 
and there’s not a lot of extra 
money going around.”
The event was planned for 
550 attendees, and tickets 
were sold for $150 each. In-
dividuals and businesses also 
sponsor the event; some do-
nated over $10,000. Wallace 
said there are not any other 
fundraisers like this for the 
museum, and the Friends of 
the Museum that put it on is a 
special group of supporters.
“They show up regularly for 
events,” she said. “They are 
big champions for us in the 
community.”
Gail Henry, a Friend of 
the Museum and greeter at 
JACKSON — The state Institutions 
of Higher Learning unanimously 
approved the University of 
Mississippi’s request to remove Ed 
Meek’s name from the School of 
Journalism and New Media at its 
regular meeting on Thursday.
President of the Board of Trustees 
Shane Hooper said the board treated 
this vote as it does every other propos-
al that comes before them for consid-
eration. He said the local and national 
attention Meek’s post has garnered 
did not make the proposal a matter of 
special interest to the board.
“As required by the Institutions of 
Higher Learning’s academic guide-
lines, requests to change the name of 
academic units are submitted by the 
institutional executive officer to the 
Board of Trustees for consideration in 
April and October. This process was 
followed, and the Board approved the 
request,” Hooper said.
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IHL approves removal of Meek’s name




Shiza Shahid was 
born and raised in 
Pakistan and is a 
prominent entrepreneur 




FIVE THINGS OLE 
MISS MUST DO TO 
BEAT AUBURN
Ole Miss looks to achieve 
its first three-game 
win streak since 2015, 
while Auburn is trying 
to avoid three straight 
losses. See page 11 for 
five keys to an Ole Miss 
victory over the Tigers.
SEE PAGE 11
INFINITE MUSIC: 
THE LIFE OF A 
STUDENT MUSICIAN
For Andrew Newman, 
creating a song is like 
pulling the music out of 
the air. It’s like gravity. 
“All these songs that 
haven’t even been 








SEE IHL PAGE 5
SEE ROWAN OAK PAGE 4
PHOTO COURTESY: AP | ROGELIO V. SOLIS
University of Southern Mississippi president Rodney D. Bennett, right, and University of Mississippi Chancellor Jeffrey S. Vitter, confer at the Mississippi Institutions of 
Higher Learning’s monthly meeting in Jackson on Thursday. Members of the state College Board voted to strip Ed Meek’s name from the Meek School of Journalism 
and New Media nearly a month after his Facebook post drew backlash for being racist.
PHOTO: ALEXIS T. RHODEN
The 2018 Harvest Supper is held on the grounds of Rowan Oak to benefit the UM 
Museum. The event is sponsored by The Friends of the Museum. 
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On the IHL vote: Ed Meek is a true hero
Why glorify white supremacy on our campus?
COLUMN
COLUMN
The Arch of Titus looms 
over Rome as a commem-
oration to the life of Titus, 
celebrating the looting and 
destruction both of Jerusa-
lem and of the Jewish Second 
Temple; however, none today 
call for the demolition of the 
hate-inspired arch.
Our world has birthed 
many fantastic things, most 
of which were created by 
people whose hands were not 
clean. The radical attempt to 
sanitize the past because of 
present revelations is what 
will doom us. Ed Meek’s 
name, the name “Ole Miss” 
and the now-former mascot 
of this great university are 
all our Arch of Titus. They’re 
the things we curse but must 
clutch to remember the gifts 
they gave to the present.
It is truly a tragedy when 
we cannot view the present or 
past with nuance — at a uni-
versity of all places. Educa-
tion is paramount here, yet no 
comparative lenses are used. 
Meek ignorantly and without 
care posted an inappropriate 
message with photographs on 
Facebook. His actions were 
rude, insensitive and, most of 
all, repulsive to a university 
trying to heal from a scarred 
past. That doesn’t warrant a 
removal of the spectacular 
work he, or anyone in a simi-
lar situation, has done.
The childish idea of turning 
our present into something 
brilliantly heroic, void of any 
controversy, is a naive one. At 
our university, we cannot be the 
heralds of the fallacious “safe 
space” culture. If we contin-
ue down that road, we teach 
our students that they should 
hide at school from anything 
that could make them stron-
ger, better people. We refuse 
them the right to become 
educated.
Consider yourself in the 
place of a modern Italian. 
Jewish travelers and lo-
cals see the Arch of Titus 
constantly. It would be an 
empathic and moral decision 
to remove the arch, yet none 
attempt it. The significance 
of the arch, both as a tool for 
education and as a remem-
brance of what good was built 
by those of the past, protects 
it, just as other symbols 
should be protected at our 
university; no matter if it’s a 
name, or a construction.
Ed Meek is a philanthropic, 
generous man as well as a 
proud Ole Miss alumnus. He 
has donated millions to the 
university and is an entre-
preneur that inspired many 
to speak up for his character. 
We must cherish the few 
people in this world like Meek 
who wish to be the cause of a 
positive change.
Thank you, Ed Meek.
Josh Baker is a junior 
economics and mathematics 
major from Houston, Texas.
At long last, four weeks after 
his sexist and racist Facebook 
post, the IHL has decided to 
remove Ed Meek’s name from 
the School of Journalism and 
New Media. The university 
has taken a strong, swift step 
forward, and, hopefully, very 
soon his name will be physi-
cally removed from the build-
ing. His statements told the 
black members of our commu-
nity that they are not welcome 
in Oxford.  He implied that 
their presence in Oxford will 
only lower property values and 
decrease enrollment numbers.
Ed Meek’s comments direct-
ly oppose the values exuded 
in the UM Creed, and I agree 
that his name needs to go. 
However, is it not a bit hyp-
ocritical that we remove his 
name from a building, while 
retaining the names of many 
other men who definitely did 
not “believe in respect for the 
dignity of each person?” While 
we’re on it, we might as well 
consider not glorifying some 
men who did far more than 
post a racist and sexist Face-
book post.
While, yes, I know that 
nearly every white, wealthy 
person from the 19th to mid-
20th century in Mississippi 
held views on race that we 
would consider abhorrent to-
day. While some may have op-
posed slavery, Jim Crow laws 
and lynchings, they were not 
the majority, and you would 
be hard-pressed to find white 
southerners of those eras who 
truly believed that white and 
black people were inherently 
equal. So, I do not advocate 
changing the name of every 
building named for anyone 
who held racist views, but I do 
for the names of the buildings 
named in honor of the most 
powerful men who developed 
and enacted policies that pre-
served white supremacy in our 
state for centuries.
Although plans have been 
made to remove his name, 
Mississippi governor and U.S. 
Sen. James Vardaman, one of 
the most vile and abhorrent 
politicians in American histo-
ry, still has his name remains 
on a building. As the DM 
reported, James Alexander 
Ventress owned 250 human 
beings as his private property. 
U.S. Sen. James Z. George 
and Oxford’s own U.S. Sen. 
and Supreme Court Justice 
Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus 
Lamar II both were members 
of the Mississippi Secession 
Convention, helping draft 
the Mississippi Articles of 
Succession which affirmed 
slavery and scientific racism 
stating, “By an imperious law 
of nature, none but the black 
race can bear exposure to 
the tropical sun.” These men 
both fought and led soldiers 
to maintain their right to own 
human beings. Mississippi 
governors Martin Conner and 
Paul B. Johnson both led the 
state during the reign of white 
supremacy, and Johnson had 
close ties to infamous segrega-
tionist governor Ross Barnett.
All of these men had the 
power to make positive 
change for African-Ameri-
cans and other marginalized 
communities and chose to 
preserve their own power in-
stead. Are Meek’s comments 
worse than these actions? Of 
course not. We should never 
honor these men no matter 
how much they supported the 
university or Oxford.
In addition, two of the eight 
black U.S. senators in history 
are Sen. Hiram Rhodes Revels 
and Sen. Blanche Bruce from 
Mississippi. Hopefully they may 
be honored, along with Ida B. 
Wells-Barnett, at prominent 
locations on the “most beautiful 
campus in the nation.”
Jacob Gambrell is a senior 
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The university’s inaugural 
REDe Entrepreneurship 
Summit focusing on women 
entrepreneurs began 
in the Union Ballroom 
on Thursday with Shiza 
Shahid, a successful woman 
entrepreneur from Pakistan.
Shahid is an entrepreneur, 
co-founder and founding CEO 
of the Malala Fund, an orga-
nization that promotes wom-
en’s education and is named 
after Malala Yousafzai, a 
Nobel-Prize winning wom-
en’s education activist from 
Pakistan.
The summit is sponsored 
by the Center for Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship (CIE) 
within the Ole Miss School of 
Business Administration.
Professor of Management 
and CIE Executive Director 
Clay Dibrell said the summit 
focuses on women in order 
to increase opportunities 
for female students who are 
aspiring entrepreneurs.
“We discovered that women 
do incredibly well in our 
competitions. However, we 
don’t see them really actively 
involved in some of the other 
things that we’re doing, so 
we wanted to make that more 
apparent,” Dibrell said. “We 
thought we’d encourage them 
to try to do more.”
Dibrell said the committee, 
comprised of CIE staff and 
female students in the busi-
ness school, began planning 
the REDe Entrepreneurship 
Summit in spring 2017 and 
ultimately decided to invite 
Shahid to serve as the key-
note speaker.
Shahid was born and raised 
in Islamabad, Pakistan, and 
attended Stanford University. 
She’s had seven years of 
professional experience 
as a business analyst and 
entrepreneur. Since she 
co-founded the Malala 
Fund in 2012, Shahid has 
risen to prominence as a 
speaker on millennial women 
entrepreneurship.
Shahid credited her volun-
teer work in Pakistan as the 
most impactful years in her 
life. In her pre-teen and teen 
years, Shahid consistently 
volunteered with different 
organizations, such as a wom-
en’s prison and an earthquake 
relief camp.
“If we want to affect 
change...that truly transforms 
the world...we have to 
suspend judgement,” Shahid 
said. “It is the first step to 
solving problems through 
entrepreneurship.”
Dibrell said students from 
all over campus were invit-
ed to the summit, includ-
ing women students in the 
business school and women 
STEM majors.
“We want every student 
to have an entrepreneurial 
mindset,” Dibrell said. “We 
want them to be a problem 
solver, to think of things 
differently and to be actively 
engaged in solving problems 
instead of just waiting for 
someone to come solve the 
problem for them.”
Sarah Cervantes, a senior 
marketing and corporate rela-
tions major, is currently seek-
ing a minor in entrepreneur-
ship and attended the summit 
to “gain personal knowledge 
about the industry and how 
young entrepreneurs thrive.”
“(I) currently work for 
Mississippi Small Business 
Development Center on 
campus. I thought by hearing 
(Shahid’s) story I could relate 
it to my life,” Cervantes said. 
“(Shahid) paved a path for me 
and other driven women to 
follow in their footsteps and 
become the future. Her story 
is inspiring and memorable.”
Tong Meng, CIE director of 
student and alumni pro-
grams, helped plan the REDe 
Entrepreneurship Summit. 
She said Women Entrepre-
neurship Week is October 
13 through October 20, and 
she said “it’s a happy coin-
cidence” that the this year’s 
summit happened to focus on 
women this week.
“We are proud to be a part 
of (Women Entrepreneurship 
Week) this year,” Meng said. 
“There are more than 40 states 
across the U.S. and more than 
28 countries around the world 
celebrating this week, so we’re 
very excited.”
The two-day summit will 
conclude on Oct. 19 with a 
panel discussion of successful 
Mississippi women entrepre-
neurs student-mentoring ses-
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to maintain their right to own 
human beings. Mississippi 
governors Martin Conner and 
Paul B. Johnson both led the 
state during the reign of white 
supremacy, and Johnson had 
close ties to infamous segrega-
tionist governor Ross Barnett.
All of these men had the 
power to make positive 
change for African-Ameri-
cans and other marginalized 
communities and chose to 
preserve their own power in-
stead. Are Meek’s comments 
worse than these actions? Of 
course not. We should never 
honor these men no matter 
how much they supported the 
university or Oxford.
In addition, two of the eight 
black U.S. senators in history 
are Sen. Hiram Rhodes Revels 
and Sen. Blanche Bruce from 
Mississippi. Hopefully they may 
be honored, along with Ida B. 
Wells-Barnett, at prominent 
locations on the “most beautiful 
campus in the nation.”
Jacob Gambrell is a senior 
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PHOTOS: SEMAJ JORDAN
TOP: Shiza Shahid speaks at the REDe Conference sponsored by the Center for Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship on Thursday. BOTTOM: The REDe conference is focusing on women 
entrepreneurs to inspire and create opportunities for female students at Ole Miss.  
REDe Conference promotes women entrepreneurs
BRITTANY BROWN
THEDMNEWS@GMAIL.COM
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the event, explained that 
the organization used to 
supplement the museum’s 
budget in small ways, but 
has grown to support new 
exhibits entirely, as well as, 
maintain the collection.
“It’s important because we 
need to support the museum 
and Rowan Oak,” Henry said. 
“It’s all just so lovely.”
The event sold out for 
the first time this year, 
with people from across the 
Southeast attending.
“Art is such a big part of 
Mississippi culture, and it’s 
a true essence of Mississippi 
characters you meet at an 
event like this,” biology and 
history major Callie Jane 
Simmons said.
For the first time, the art 
auction was conducted online 
rather than on the grounds, 
and featured 18 pieces from 
local artists chosen by a 
museum committee.
“Oxford really prides 
itself on being an arts town 
– there’s a lot of art going 
on. The University Museum, 
to me, anyway, is kind of 
the center of that,” Wallace 
said. “We try to support local 
artists, especially with the 
festival. We try to give them a 
platform.”
More than just the art, 
Rowan Oak was key to the 
event and the mission of 
the University Museum. 
Ed Croom, whose photo of 
Rowan Oak was featured in 
the auction, said it is a special 
place to residents and visitors 
alike.
“It’s a jewel in the town,” 
Croom said.
Rowan Oak has become 
the biggest attraction for the 
town of Oxford, according to 
Kinney Ferris, who works for 
the Oxford Tourism Council 
and attended the Harvest 
Supper.
“It’s magical,” she said, 
describing the night. “It’s like 
a fairytale.”
 
Bridge Properties is a local, family owned 
business meeting all your Residential and  
Commercial Leasing needs since 1975.




EXCITING NEW PROJECTS COMING IN THE 2019-2020 TERM 
All properties are within walking  




continued from page 1
TOP: Guests mingle at the Harvest 
Supper at Rowan Oak on Thursday 
night. Photo: Alexis T. Rhoden 
BOTTOM: Alumni, LOU residents and 
visitors eat and listen to music at the 
Harvest Supper on Thursday to raise 
money for the UM Museum. Photo: 
Parker Galloway
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Leadership of the School of 
Journalism and New Media 
thanked the board and Vitter 
in a statement for their sup-
port of changing the school’s 
name in a statement released 
Thursday morning.
“We also thank Dr. Meek 
for helping us in moving 
forward and in focusing on 
the education of our students, 
which is our first priority,” 
the statement read. “We 
invite Dr. Meek to be part of 
our conversation about resto-
ration, reconciliation and the 
reaffirmation of our values.”
Associated Student Body 
President Elam Miller was 
in attendance at Thursday’s 
meeting and said the removal 
of the name reflects the needs 
of the student body.
“I’m very proud of the 
Board of Trustees for lis-
tening to the needs of the 
students of the University 
of Mississippi and following 
through with the recommen-
dation from our university 
leadership,” Miller said.
Black Student Union Pres-
ident Jarvis Benson said he 
“commends (IHL)’s decision 
to do what’s right.”
Meek could not be reached 
for comment.
The vote comes nearly one 
month after Meek complained 
about problems facing Oxford 
and the Ole Miss community in 
a post on his Facebook page at-
tached to photos of two female 
African-American students.
“Enough, Oxford and Ole 
Miss leaders, get on top of 
this before it’s too late,” Meek 
wrote in his post attached to 
the two photos. “A 3 percent 
decline in enrollment is noth-
ing compared to what we see 
if this continues…. and real 
estate values will plummet as 
well as tax revenue.”
On Sept. 22, Meek requested 
that the university remove his 
name from the School of Jour-
nalism and New Media after 
school faculty members called 
for Meek to make that request.
Since Meek’s request, a 
group of more than 100 UM 
professors, students and 
staff members have called for 
Meek’s name to be removed 
and for the journalism school 
to be renamed for anti-lynch-
ing activist and investigative 
reporter Ida B. Wells-Barnett.
“My desire then and now is 
for the School of Journalism to 
be a global leader in Journalism 
education. I recognize that 
the attachment of my name 
to the School of Journalism is 
no longer in the best interest 
of that vision,” Meek said in a 
statement on Sept. 22.
Integrated marketing 
communications major Clay 
Patrick, president of the 
School of Journalism and 
New Media Ambassadors, 
was an active participant 
in the forums hosted by the 
university in response to 
Meek’s post. Patrick said he 
is proud that university and 
state leaders took action to 
remove Meek’s name.
“Today’s milestone deci-
sion affirms that we, as a 
community, are evolving for 
the better,” Patrick said. “No 
student or faculty member 
in the School of Journalism 
and New Media should feel 
alienated or invalid, and this 
change is one step towards 
creating a culture of unity.”
Associate Director of 
Strategic Communications 
Rod Guajardo said the 
education board’s vote 
marks the end of a difficult 
process for the university 
and everyone involved, “but 
it does not change the fact 
that Dr. Meek and his family 
built a tremendous legacy of 
significant contributions to 
the university.”
When asked what the next 
steps for the university would 
be regarding removing Meek’s 
name from the building or 
renaming the journalism 
school, Guajardo said it was 
“premature to discuss that.”
IHL
continued from page 1
Today’s milestone decision affirms that we, as a 
community, are evolving for the better. No student or 
faculty member in the School of Journalism and New 
Media should feel alienated or invalid, and this change 
is one step towards creating a culture of unity.”
Clay Patrick
President of School of Journalism and New Media Ambassadors
‘
FILE PHOTO: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON
The Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learning voted on Thursday to approve the university’s request to remove the name of Ed Meek 
from the Ole Miss School of Journalism and New Media.
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Why music is like religion for student musician Lo Noom
Singer-songwriter Andrew 
Newman believes in music like 
others believe in religion. He 
speaks of its infinite power. He 
has faith in its mystical hand. He 
is a devoted celebrant.
The creative force behind Lo 
Noom, the moniker he uses for 
his music, Newman was hailed as 
a “teenage prodigy” by the Clari-
on Ledger in 2015. He dismissed 
the headline, saying it was “prob-
ably just an attention-getter.” His 
talent as a songwriter, musician 
and producer garners nearly 
20,000 monthly listeners on 
Spotify, all before his final year as 
an integrated marketing commu-
nications major at the University 
of Mississippi.
But it hasn’t always been 
this way.
Newman, raised in Hatties-
burg as the youngest of four 
children, started learning guitar 
in the third grade from an in-
structor. That was all he needed 
to start writing.
“I started writing songs pretty 
much as soon as I started playing 
guitar,” he said. “Then, I don’t 
know. It just kind of developed, 
and I’ve always kept doing it.”
In high school, he released two 
albums: “Groovy” and “Pretty 
Woman.” Since, he has released 
a few singles and a mixtape titled 
“Dorm Room Beats.” His music 
blends genres, using his own gui-
tar and vocal parts with samples 
of other songs, like a Bob Dylan/
Kanye mashup.
Though he has not been able 
to write or record much since 
the semester started, Newman 
said he was writing three or four 
songs a day in the summer. He 
said he doesn’t balance school 
with music easily and that, 
during the semester, he is “just 
trying to survive.”
Even so, he takes time to 
jam with friends in the house 
he shares with two others and 
is considering starting a band 
with them.
Just before the interview for 
this article, Newman was strum-
ming with a friend, eyes lighting 
up behind clear-framed glasses 
and dirty blond hair shifting 
slightly with each strum. A deer 
head on the wall is the only audi-
ence, couches and a coffee table 
their stage.
Newman said he prefers this to 
his solo performances at Proud 
Larry’s. Being the center of atten-
tion makes him uncomfortable, 
and he frets about it the entire 
day of the performance. He pre-
fers to do what feels comfortable 
and right, leaving the rest to fate.
“If it happens, that’s what 
I’m supposed to do,” he said. 
“Whatever happens in my life 
is like way out of my control. 
The reason I’m here isn’t stuff 
that I strategized or planned in 
advance. It just happened.”
Newman, while not planning 
his musical path, believes there’s 
more going on than just chance.
“I believe that there is a fate 
and a purpose for me, maybe one 
that I wouldn’t necessarily like 
right now if I saw what would 
happen to me,” he said.
Even so, he explained that, 
as a friend described to him, 90 
percent of his life happens by 
chance, and the 10 percent that 
he tries to control works against 
his intentions.
Choosing to study IMC instead 
of music leaves less time for chas-
ing an elusive career in music, 
but Newman resists a definite 
trajectory for the next few years 
of his life.
“I definitely think I’m good 
at (music), and I enjoy doing it, 
and I wonder why I’m good at 
it. It may not be what I do,” he 
explained while fidgeting with 
scissors on the couch, socked 
feet resting on the coffee table. 
“Maybe my only purpose in being 
able to play the guitar and being 
slightly successful with it is being 
able to inspire one other kid that 
decides to pick up the guitar be-
cause of it, and then he becomes 
huge. I don’t know.”
This is how Newman finds 
divinity in music. There is infinite 
connection and possibility, and at 
the same time all music already 
exists, simply being discovered, 
he said. The more he practices, 
the less fear he has and the more 
connection he feels with the 
source of it all.
“There is something infinite 
about it. I just like it. It’s just 
cool to make a painting or a re-
flection of yourself and put it out 
in the universe,” he said pen-
sively. “Whether or not you’re 
directly saying what you’re 
feeling, it’s the fact that you can 
shoot something out into the 
universe and people can connect 
with it in different ways. They 
may not even be able to put their 
fingers on it, but there’s some-
thing about it. There’s some-
thing about it to me too.”
Newman admits that he 
doesn’t understand these sacred 
forces, especially in his own mu-
sic. His most popular song, “Pret-
ty Woman,” has been streamed 
over 300,000 times on Spotify. 
Newman says he doesn’t know 
why. He’s not sure what the songs 
mean to others or even what they 
mean to him.
“I don’t even fully know what 
I mean by infinite,” he said. “It’s 
like, there are these laws, like the 
law of gravity. But with music, 
it’s something you can’t even see. 
All these songs that haven’t even 
been written are already there.”
To explain this concept, 
Newman referenced the Beatles’ 
1967 album “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely 
Hearts Club Band.”
“‘Sgt. Pepper’s the album was 
there, and all the Beatles had to 
do was grab it. They pulled it out 
of infinity,” Newman said. “It’s all 
the amazing, beautiful melodies, 
chord progressions, beats. I don’t 
even know what it is. I don’t 
even know if we’re experiencing 
music in a way that we will in the 
future. There may be something 
even bigger that you can pull out 
of the infinity.”
Isaac Jones, a junior psychol-
ogy major and fellow musician, 
said Newman represents a new 
wave of musicians and creativity.
“There’s something to when 
you’ve written as much as he 
has and you produce your own 
stuff,” Jones said. “That’s such a 
new idea, the idea of producing 
in your room. It’s a new horizon 
that he’s tapped into. There’s no 
limit to that creativity.”
Newman’s focus on pro-
duction over gear – he hardly 
knows how to restring a guitar 
– marks the shifting focus of 
some young musicians.
“The production is so much 
better than you would expect,” 
said Andrew Miramond, who 
was lauded by the others as a 
“student of the guitar.” “The first 
time I heard Andrew’s music on 
Spotify, I thought, ‘Oh my, that 
is way more in-depth, complex 
and well-written that I thought it 
would have been.’”
To Newman, it’s just about 
following the spirit of music 
wherever it leads him.
“It’s bigger than (following 
popular musicians or trends) to 
me,” he said. “I just think music 
is super cool, and songwriting is 
another thing that’s really cool. 
It’s the infinity of music.”
DANIEL PAYNE
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM
‘The infinity of music’
I don’t even fully know what I mean by infinite.
It’s like, there are these laws, like the law of 
gravity. But with music, it’s something you can’t 
even see. All these songs that haven’t even been 
written are already there.”
Andrew Newman
Ole Miss junior and musician 
‘
PHOTO: DANIEL PAYNE
Andrew Newman plays guitar while rehearsing music in his living room.
PAGE 8 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 19 OCTOBER 2018
Southside Gallery has a new 
exhibit that will run until Oct. 27 
featuring four artists with one 
theme: “Unnatural History.”
Blair Hobbs, an artist and 
creative writing professor, has 
had a show at Southside every 
other October for more than 22 
years now.
This year, she wanted to extend 
her show to include the works of 
other artists within the commu-
nity, specifically Lee Harper, 
Adrienne Brown-David and Jack 
Barbera. They each have different 
styles and messages, but Hobbs 
said she felt that their pieces 
could communicate with and 
complement each other.
“I wanted our work to have a 
conversation,” Hobbs said. “I was 
interested in just doing flowers 
and animals but wanted to do 
a twist on the theme and call 
it ‘Unnatural History’ so that I 
could challenge myself to look at 
unusual plants and animals.”
As Hobbs began to capture 
these images in her art, she also 
learned about the subjects them-
selves. She studied the Moroccan 
goats that climb argan trees and 
the Scythian lamb, also called 
the vegetable lamb of Tartary, a 
Central Asian plant of legend that 
was once believed to grow sheep 
as its fruit.
“I always like research involved 
with creative works,” Hobbs said.
Each one of her drawings is a 
paper cut-out glued or sewn to 
canvas. She uses acrylic paints, 
colored pencils, ink, duct tape, 
candy wrappers and even broken 
Christmas baubles.
Harper’s style is a little darker, 
and she is known for her series 
“History Bones,” in which all 
pieces are about real people, 
events or customs. These diora-
mas of skeletons are equalizing 
in nature and are therefore able 
to represent all people no matter 
race, gender or nationality.
“Lee Harper is a friend of mine and makes work from roadkill,” 
Hobbs said. “Out in the coun-
try, she collects bones, leaves, 
feathers, snakeskins. She has a 
macabre sense of humor, but her 
art is beautiful.”
Harper’s pieces address death 
and mortality through their use 
of the skeletal form. She lives in 
Oxford, and her art plays with 
human customs and stories, 
using fragments of the natu-
ral world but creating various 
scenes that are not necessarily 
found in reality.
Adrienne Brown-David was 
born in St. Louis and cultivated 
her interest in art while she was 
young, working mainly with 
graphite and drawing at first.
“I had seen Adrienne 
Brown-David’s work through 
social media,” Hobbs said. “I was 
struck by her journal drawings 
and how gorgeous they were.”
Brown-David moved to St. 
Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, and 
began to focus on painting and 
mixed media. She now lives in 
Water Valley.
Originally from Long Island, 
New York, Jack Barbera was an 
English professor at Ole Miss 
from 1976 until he retired in 2011.
“I was over at Jack Barbera’s 
house one day, and he took me 
through his ceramics,” Hobbs 
said. “I was delighted with 
them. They’re so smart and fun 
to look at.”
Before and after his retirement, 
Barbera took ceramics courses. 
His art is influenced by his ex-
periences studying and teaching 
literature, and it pulls in history, 
culture and other artistic works.
“I drew my inspiration from 
literature but also words,” Bar-
bera said. “I actually wrote words 
on a number of these pieces. 
Words specifically convey ideas, 
but visual art conveys ideas and 
emotions as well.”
Barbera enjoys the works of 
Emily Dickinson and, in one of 
his sculptures, references “There 
is no Frigate like a Book,” Dickin-
son’s poem about how books are 
an escape into imagination that 
transport the reader to faraway 
places and fictional realms. 
Barbera also created a sculpture 
titled “There is No Howdah Like 
a Book” in which a woman is 
sitting atop an elephant within a 
contraption called a howdah. She 
is reading a book and swooning, 
symbolizing that words can trans-
port you more than any actual 
movement of the physical world.
“Dickinson’s medium was 
words,” Barbera said. “Imag-
ination, ideas and words are 
all immaterial, so the medium 
and the message match. But in 
terms of my sculpture, you don’t 
get more material than clay, 
so there’s a tension between 
the medium and the message. 
Oftentimes in my work there’s a 
tension, but I like that because 
tensions are creative.”
His two Sphinx jars in the show 
are titled “The Secret Sits,” re-
ferring to a one-couplet poem by 
Robert Frost. “The Inward Gaze” 
jar nods to Socrates’ famous 
admonition, “Know Thyself” and 
poet Philip Sidney’s instruction, 
“Look in thy heart, and write.”
“The show is really about an 
engagement with the natural 
world,” Hobbs said. “Look at 
it; find out about it; just don’t 
pass it by.”
The artists’ reception is at 
Southside this Friday from 5 
to 8 p.m.
Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ is open only to US residents 13+ with a Pizza Profile™ account who order online from participating Domino’s® 
locations. Point redemption only valid online at participating locations. *Limit: one order of $10 or more (excludes gratuities) per calendar day can earn 
points. For complete details visit dominos.com/rewards. Any delivery charge is not a tip paid to driver. Drivers carry less than $20. ©2017 Domino’s IP 
Holder LLC. Domino’s®, Domino’s Pizza® and the modular logo are registered trademarks of Domino’s IP Holder LLC.
Join Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ 
Loyalty Program and Earn a FREE PIZZA For 
Each Six $10 or More Qualifying Online Orders.
39016
Now hiring Drivers and  
Customer Service Reps. 
662.236.3030 Dominos.com
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S
SOLUTION TO 10.18.2018 PUZZLEACROSS
  1 Nicholas II, for one
  5 Caesar’s wings
  9 Herring type
14  Wile E. Coyote’s 
supplier
15 Shower
16 Muse of poetry
17 Wayfaring






25 Break into pieces
28 Fight, disturbance










42 ___ a chance!
43 Group of tents
44 Clique
48 Low life?
50  Specialist in religious 
law
51  Brightly colored 
lizard
52 Blood disorder
53 Lady of the house






  1 Tawdry
  2 Rocky debris
  3 Appliance brand 
  4 Turns around
  5 She’s a Dahl
  6 “Mule Train” singer
  7 ___ Misbehavin’
  8 H.S. requirement
  9 Notched
10 Minister
11  ___ Nui (Easter 
Island)





25 Now you ___ ...
26 Oomph
27 Indian princess










41  Person with a cool 
job?
42 Sarge, for one
44  Class of Indian 
society
45  Vertical face of a 
stair






52 ___ Plaines, IL





Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL
Annual Southside exhibit extends to three new artists
JACQUELINE SCHLICK
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM
Isom Center, Thacker highlight women of color in the arts
PHOTO: PARKER GALLOWAY
A visitor views Blair Hobbs’ art at Southside Gallery as a part of a new exhibit themed “Unnatural History.” 
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is reading a book and swooning, 
symbolizing that words can trans-
port you more than any actual 
movement of the physical world.
“Dickinson’s medium was 
words,” Barbera said. “Imag-
ination, ideas and words are 
all immaterial, so the medium 
and the message match. But in 
terms of my sculpture, you don’t 
get more material than clay, 
so there’s a tension between 
the medium and the message. 
Oftentimes in my work there’s a 
tension, but I like that because 
tensions are creative.”
His two Sphinx jars in the show 
are titled “The Secret Sits,” re-
ferring to a one-couplet poem by 
Robert Frost. “The Inward Gaze” 
jar nods to Socrates’ famous 
admonition, “Know Thyself” and 
poet Philip Sidney’s instruction, 
“Look in thy heart, and write.”
“The show is really about an 
engagement with the natural 
world,” Hobbs said. “Look at 
it; find out about it; just don’t 
pass it by.”
The artists’ reception is at 





Annual Southside exhibit extends to three new artists
The Sarah Isom Center for 
Women and Gender Studies 
will co-host an event with 
Thacker Mountain Radio Hour 
at 6 p.m. on Sunday at Rowan 
Oak, once the home of William 
Faulkner, featuring poetry and 
music by Southern women of 
color. The concert is a part 
of the center’s fourth annual 
Sarahfest that runs through the 
month of October.
Sarahfest is a music and arts 
festival that originated in Ox-
ford nearly two decades ago and 
was eventually reestablished 
by the Isom Center four years 
ago. Sunday’s event will feature 
a poetry reading by Ashley M. 
Jones and music by Hope Clay-
burn’s Soul Scrimmage as well 
as Tasche de la Rocha.
From Birmingham, Jones is 
the winner of the 2018 Le-
na-Miles Wever Todd Prize for 
Poetry for her book of poetry 
“dark // thing.” Jones said she 
is looking forward to partnering 
with the Isom Center as the two 
share a common vision.
“My poetry is primarily 
concerned with the experience 
and history of black people in 
America, and specifically with 
black women,” Jones said. 
“This work aligns with the Isom 
Center’s mission to educate and 
diversify. Instead of hearing an 
ages-old version of the South, I 
bring history, pain, joy and my 
own brand of black-girl-south-
erness that has often been 
misrepresented or ignored in 
traditional literary or education-
al spaces.”
Jones said she is looking 
forward to performing her art 
in a space of such profound 
literary history. She said it is 
wonderful to read her poetry in 
a place with other performers, 
especially at the home of one 
of America’s most celebrated 
Southern authors.
“The arts allow artists to 
express themselves and to be 
a mirror to society,” Jones 
said. “This involves a level 
of truth-telling that we don’t 
necessarily get to experience in 
our regular lives. Not only that, 
but when you give someone 
your truth in an artistic format, 
sometimes they’re more willing 
to actually listen to you and 
hear what you’re saying.”
Thacker Mountain Radio 
Hour has co-hosted the event 
with the Isom Center in past 
years, as well. Kate Teague has 
been a producer and director of 
Thacker Mountain since 2016 
and is a female vocalist and 
songwriter herself.
“We’ve been doing this show 
and allowing it to celebrate 
women musicians and artists 
for four years, and that’s exactly 
what we’re going to do this 
year,” Teague said. “We have 
the whole lawn available to us 
with a stage and lights at Rowan 
Oak to celebrate these artists 
this year.”
Teague said that Thacker 
Mountain and the Sarah Isom 
Center share the same vision for 
giving a platform to the art cre-
ated and performed by women 
artists. She explained that the 
event is a way to amplify female 
artists’ voices in the community.
“It’s always a very special 
night. The Sarah Isom Center 
is an incredible organization 
that our university has, and 
we always look for opportuni-
ties to partner with amazing 
groups,” she said. “The Sarah 
Isom Center’s passion for cele-
brating women artists is one of 
ours as well.”
Theresa Starkey is the 
associate director of the Isom 
Center and an instructional 
associate professor in gender 
studies. She also helps plan 
Sarahfest each year.
“Sarahfest is an important 
opportunity to showcase and 
celebrate women in the arts, 
especially women who are 
doing amazing things in the 
South,” Starkey said. “Ulti-
mately, we want it to be a com-
munity event that people look 
forward to, enjoy, and where 
they have a unique artistic and 
educational experience.”
Starkey reiterated that the 
goal of the Sarah Isom Center 
and Sarahfest is education and 
diversity. She said that one 
function of the event is to give 
artists who are women of color a 
voice in the community.
“One of the core missions of 
the Isom Center is education. 
This year’s line-up, particular-
ly, highlights female artists of 
color,” Starkey said. “By not 
only giving them the platform to 
share their artistry but also by 
giving residents of the Oxford 
and university community the 
opportunity to see and hear it, 
we are highlighting the diversity 
and beauty of our community.”
CHRISTIAN JOHNSON
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM
Isom Center, Thacker highlight women of color in the arts
PHOTO COURTESY: HOPE CLAYBURN 
FACEBOOK
PHOTO COURTESY: JENNIFER ALSABROOK-
TURNER
PHOTO COURTESY: TASCHE DE LA ROSE 
FACEBOOK
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CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day 
in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or 
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit: http://
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
CONDO FOR RENT
TURNBERRY CONDO 3 BR, 2 BA, 
Gated/ Pool. W/ D. Internet/ Cable. 
$1250. Available October. 901-262-
1855 
PART-TIME
PAPA JOHN’S PIZZA Hiring Part-
Time inside help and DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. Apply in person or at 
Careerspj.com 
Ole Miss students, 
alumni, faculty, and 
staff get 5% off 
every day!
39052
West Jackson Wine & Spirits
2570 West Jackson Ave • 662.236.3400
Ole Miss volleyball hosts Florida, Mississippi State
The Ole Miss volleyball team 
plays two matches at home this 
weekend against No. 11 Florida on 
Friday and rival Mississippi State 
on Sunday.
Last weekend the Rebels were 
swept at home against Missou-
ri and then again on the road 
against No. 16 Kentucky.
“I thought we did some nice 
things over the weekend, but 
our consistency is lacking,” head 
coach Steven McRoberts said. 
“We will continue to look at some 
different options to see if we can 
get back to winning matches.”
The Rebels have lost nine of 
their past eleven matches and 
are 1-6 in conference play so far. 
With few opportunities left to get 
statement wins, a victory against 
an elite Florida team at home is 
necessary to boost a potential 
NCAA Tournament resume.
“We are in a tough stretch in 
the SEC season. We are playing 
the top teams in the conference, 
and I am happy with our effort, 
but we need better execution.” 
McRoberts said.
Florida is 17-3 on the season 
and 8-0 in conference play. After 
not dropping a single set in their 
first four conference matches, in-
cluding their SEC opener against 
Ole Miss, the Gators were taken 
to five sets at home against Texas 
A&M and Georgia and on the 
road against South Carolina be-
fore sweeping Alabama at home.
Opening the season ranked No. 
4 in the first regular season poll, 
the Gators have held the No. 11 
spot for six consecutive weeks, 
and look poised for yet another 
deep run in the NCAA Tourna-
ment after losing in the champi-
onship match last year.
The Rebels will be hungry for 
an upset on their home court, but 
they face a difficult task against 
a Florida team that is 5-1 on the 
road this season, including a win 
at No. 2 Nebraska in Lincoln in 
their first game of the season.
“We’ve been very pleased with 
the way our team has practiced 
this week,” assistant coach Torri 
Plugge said. “We changed things 
up a bit with the way we set up 
practice, making everything more 
competition oriented.”
Mississippi State enters the 
weekend with a 5-16 record, 
including records of 1-7 in con-
ference play and on the road. The 
Bulldogs’ only conference win 
came at home against Auburn on 
Sept. 26, and they have lost five 
straight since.
The Rebels won both matchups 
with Mississippi State last year 
and look to take advantage of a 
weak Bulldog team this year in 
their only matchup of the season.
“Rivalry week versus Missis-
sippi State is always fun, but we 
have to take the season one match 
at a time and focus on our Friday 
match against Florida first,” 
Plugge said.
The Rebels have struggled with 
hitting and receiving errors for 
weeks now, and coaches have de-
cided to take a different approach 
in practice this week to try and cut 
down on those unforced errors.
“A big focus for us is keeping 
our side of the net more consis-
tent while still playing relaxed and 
having fun,” Plugge said. “It’s go-
ing to be another tough weekend 
of matches, but that’s expected in 
SEC play.”
The Rebels will face No. 11 
Florida at 7:30 p.m. on Friday 




FILE PHOTO: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON
Nayo Warnell’s ball is blocked by Missouri defenders last week. Missouri won the 
game 3-0. 
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Despite a shaky showing 
in Little Rock, the Ole Miss 
Rebels currently sit at 5-2 
after their comeback win over 
Arkansas on Saturday.
With the Auburn Tigers 
limping into Oxford this 
week after their upset loss to 
Tennessee, the Rebels will be 
looking to match their win 
total from a season ago when 
the 11 a.m. kickoff rolls around 
on Saturday.
Here are five keys to Ole Miss 
gaining its sixth win of the sea-
son when the Orange and Blue 
roll into town.
1. Bend, but don’t break.
Defense has been the main 
issue for the Rebels this season, 
and the Landshark D once again 
looked flat for part of the game 
on Saturday. Although some 
mistakes were made and big 
plays allowed, Ole Miss only 
surrendered six points in the 
second half against Arkansas, 
paving the way for Jordan 
Ta’amu & Co. to lead the fero-
cious comeback.
Auburn’s offense has looked 
anemic as of late, especially in 
last week’s loss to the Volun-
teers. Ole Miss doesn’t have to 
force a punt every possession, 
but holding the Tigers to field 
goal attempts could prove to be 
enough to escape with a win.
2. Run the football.
Among factors that led to Ole 
Miss’ comeback win last week 
was not just Jordan Ta’amu’s 
arm, but his legs. Ta’amu led 
the team in rushing with 141 
yards on 17 carries and a touch-
down. If offensive coordinator 
Phil Longo dials up the QB draw 
and a high number of touches 
for Scottie Phillips, the pass 
game will open up, and the 
Rebels can move down the field 
efficiently. Although Auburn has 
a stout front seven, establishing 
the run early will be key to the 
Rebels knocking off the Tigers.
3. Protect Jordan Ta’amu.
This should go without say-
ing, but, as mentioned previ-
ously, Auburn has a tenacious 
front seven. Ta’amu, as is the 
case with nearly every quarter-
back, struggles under duress, 
and his ability to pass and run 
without pressure on Saturday 
will be key to the Rebels pulling 
out the win. Although Ta’amu 
was sacked twice during Ole 
Miss’ win over Arkansas last 
week, he had enough time 
to go 26-35 through the air 
and garner 141 yards on the 
ground. The Ole Miss offen-
sive line will have to be on its 
A-game if the Rebels want a 
similar result on Saturday.
4. Stop the run.
The Rebels are giving up 
more than 200 yards per game 
on the ground, which is not a 
recipe for success in the SEC. 
Since Auburn quarterback 
Jarrett Stidham has not been 
sharp as of late, it stands to 
reason that the Tigers will try 
to attack Ole Miss’ weakness in 
its front seven. If Auburn is able 
to run the ball with success, it 
could open up the passing game 
and make life a little easier for 
Stidham against the depleted 
Rebel secondary. Stopping the 
ground game will be crucial to 
Ole Miss’ success and could be 
the primary determining factor 
between a win or a loss.
5. Make Jarrett Stidham 
uncomfortable.
Stidham went 28-45 through 
the air last week against Ten-
nessee with two touchdowns 
and two ugly interceptions. Part 
of Auburn’s struggles of late 
have been due to the fact that its 
offense hasn’t been as produc-
tive as originally anticipated, 
and part of that blame lies with 
Stidham. The quarterback once 
believed to have the potential to 
lead the Tigers to the promised 
land has not lived up to that 
potential so far this season.
That could all turn around 
against this subpar Ole Miss 
defense, however. If Ole Miss 
hopes to win, it first needs to 
stop the run. Once it forces 
Auburn into a pass-first men-
tality, it needs to wreak havoc 
on their junior signal-caller. 
Putting Stidham under pres-
sure has proven to be a key in 
stopping the Tigers’ offense in 
2018, and doing so could force 
him into turnovers which could 
turn the tide of the game. A win 
on Saturday lies largely in the 
hands of the Ole Miss defense, 
and they’ll need to cause chaos 
if they hope to send the Rebel 
fans home happy.
29483
Ole Miss students, 
alumni, faculty, and 
staff get 5% off 
every day!
39052
West Jackson Wine & Spirits
2570 West Jackson Ave • 662.236.3400 Five keys for Ole Miss to be successful against Auburn
JOHN MACON GILLESPIE
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM
Justin Dial, sports editor: 
Auburn is currently in a state of disarray, while Ole 
Miss is on a two-game win streak. If the Ole Miss 
defense can somewhat stop Auburn’s run game, Ole 
Miss will come out on top. Ole Miss wins, 30-20.
Ben Miller, assistant sports editor: 
Rebs, no contest. 34-28.
Ace Atkins: 
As a former Auburn Tiger, this one is easy for me. 
Sorry, Rebels. I’m a fan every other game of the 
season. But I’ll give my psychokinetic energy to 
Auburn. I’ve been known to bend spoons after two 
Old Fashioneds at City Grocery. Tigers 38, Rebels 24.
JD: This is a rivalry game, so theoretically anything can 
happen. However, Shea Patterson and the Wolverines are 
beginning to hit their stride at just the right time, and I’m 
not big on Michigan State after losses to Arizona State 
and Northwestern. Michigan wins convincingly, 38-21.
BM: In my opinion, Michigan State should not be a 
ranked team right now. Meanwhile, Michigan are firing 
on all cylinders. Shea is still bad at sports, but Wolverines 
win, 28-10.
AA: I know absolutely nothing about this one. So I 
phoned a friend, Chili Palmer, who runs the books in 
Detroit, and he has it on good authority we’re looking 
at an upset. Chili knows his stuff. Just don’t owe him any 
money. Wolverines 21, Spartans 24.
JD: It’s going to be tough, but I think someone is going to beat Clemson before the college 
football playoff, and it just may be NC State. The Wolfpack have lost by seven in the last 
two meetings between these teams, and with all of the uncertainty surrounding the Clemson 
quarterback situation, this could be the year. I’m going with NC State to pull off the upset, 35-33.
BM: NC State is always sneakily competitive. Both the Wolfpack and the Tigers are undefeated 
this season, but Clemson has one more win because of NC State’s Sept. 15 game against West 
Virginia, which was cancelled due to Hurricane Florence. That being said, this game will not be a 
blowout, but Dabo Swinney isn’t going down just yet. Clemson win, 31-21.
AA: As a matter of uninteresting trivia, I was recruited by both schools way back in 1989. I have 
to say the NC State people were very kind and generous to me. On one recruiting trip, I even got 
to have lunch with the late, great Jim Valvano. But this game is in Death Valley, and they do that 
whole weird touching-the-rock thing. Wolfpack 21, Clemson 34.
JD: Coming off a win over then-ranked No. 2 
Georgia, LSU believes they can beat any team in 
the country. Plus, this game is at night in Death 
Valley, need I say more? LSU wins, 33-14.
BM: Night game in Death Valley against a weak 
State team? Yikes. Hold that tiger. 42-17.
AA: One thing an Auburn fan and an Ole Miss fan 
can agree on: we both really hate LSU. Ed Orgeron 
reminds me of Shrek’s less handsome brother. And 
after State’s solid thrashing of Auburn, I know that 
State has it in them. I smell burnt corn dogs.
PICK ‘EM: COLLEGE FOOTBALL WEEK EIGHT
OLE MISS VERSUS AUBURN NO. 6 MICHIGAN VERSUS NO. 24 MICHIGAN STATE
NO. 22 MISSISSIPPI STATE VERSUS NO. 5 LSUNO. 16 NC STATE VERSUS NO. 3 CLEMSON
Every week during football season, the DM’s sports editors, Justin Dial and Ben Miller, along with a special guest picker, will take a look at a few of the biggest college football 
games of the week and predict their winners. This week’s guest is Ace Atkins, a New York Times Bestseller, former Auburn football player and a current resident of Oxford.
FILE PHOTO: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON
A.J. Brown runs past ULM defenders in a rush toward the end zone during the 
homecoming game against Louisiana-Monroe earlier this season. 
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alex@bridgepropertiesofoxford.com
662.234.3208
Four individual estate lots in the heart of  Ole Miss and Oxford offered for sale
Located just across W Jackson Ave. 
from Sorority Row
Conveniently located to:
The Grove – .35 miles
The Square – .89 miles
Airport – 1.1 miles
Vaught Hemingway Stadium – 
.85 miles
307 Washington Ave. Ext.
Offered at $425,000
309 Washington Ave. Ext. 
Offered at $425,000
311 Washington Ave. Ext.
Offered at $425,000
313 Washington Ave. Ext.
Offered at $425,000
Once In A Lifetime Offering
29534
Blueprint for Ole Miss victory apparent after last weekend
A few weeks ago, viewing the 
Auburn game as “winnable” for 
Ole Miss would seem outlandish. 
The Tigers were a top-10 team 
that controlled the line of scrim-
mage on defense. Jarrett Stidham 
was regarded as one of the top 
quarterback prospects for the 
upcoming NFL Draft. Now, after 
back-to-back losses to Mississippi 
State and Tennessee, head coach 
Gus Malzahn is under pressure to 
buck the losing streak in Oxford 
on Saturday.
Saturday’s matchup will be the 
first game in which Phil Longo 
will have to call plays without 
D.K. Metcalf on the field. Matt 
Luke reported that the neck inju-
ry that held Metcalf out for most 
of the Arkansas game was worse 
than expected. The injury will 
cost the redshirt sophomore the 
rest of the season, and the injury 
could spell an end to his Ole Miss 
career. Before the injury, Metcalf, 
like fellow N.W.O. member A.J. 
Brown, was considered a top 
receiving prospect for the NFL 
Draft. If he can recover in the 
expected three-to-five-month 
recovery window, he will be able 
to participate in the pre-draft 
process.
Without Metcalf, the Rebels 
will rely on Brown to dominate 
secondaries more than ever. 
Braylon Sanders’ role as an out-
side receiver will increase. Fresh-
man Elijah Moore, who — much 
like Brown — has proven himself 
to be a playmaker in the middle 
of the field in limited playing time 
this year, will increase his snap 
count in Metcalf’s absence.
Late in the game against Ar-
kansas, with the Rebels needing 
to put points on the board to pull 
out a win, Phil Longo called up 
a few of the best drives so far in 
his tenure at Ole Miss. The deep 
pass has been a staple in Longo’s 
Ole Miss offense. This has led to 
extremes of feast or famine: feast 
against lesser opponents and 
famine against SEC teams.
This style of offense helps Ole 
Miss rack up scoring drives that 
are less than two minutes long. 
However, against the Razorbacks, 
Longo called plays that allowed 
DaMarkus Lodge, Brown, Sand-
ers and the tight ends a chance 
to run after the catch. He did not 
force Jordan Ta’amu to sit in the 
pocket and take shots downfield. 
Instead, the ball was thrown 
quickly to the elite playmakers at 
his disposal.
Two bright spots of the offense 
coming out of the Arkansas game 
were the emergences of tight ends 
Dawson Knox and Octavious 
Cooley. Knox caught two passes 
for 65 yards, including a 48-yard 
catch-and-run to set the Rebels 
up deep in Arkansas territory on 
the game-winning drive. Cooley 
added two catches for 85 yards. 
His big play came on a scramble 
drill where Ta’amu found him af-
ter avoiding a sack. Cooley caught 
the pass on third-and-long, made 
a few players miss tackles and 
scored a 66-yard touchdown.
This trend of mixing in tight 
ends to lessen the burden on 
the receivers should continue 
during the closing stretch of SEC 
play. Forcing defenses to focus 
on Cooley and Knox over the 
middle will take attention away 
from Brown. If defenses choose 
to leave the tight ends open, they 
both have proven to turn short 
completions into big gains.
A forgotten aspect of an offense 
that heavily relies on the run-pass 
option, or RPO, is the quarter-
back run. Ta’amu has battled 
through injuries to both shoul-
ders, so Longo has not dialed up 
designed runs for his quarterback 
very frequently this year. Against 
Arkansas, that changed. Ta’amu 
rushed 17 times for 141 yards 
and a touchdown. The runs were 
a mix of designed quarterback 
keepers and improvised scram-
bles. Ta’amu’s athleticism proved 
to be a nightmare for the Razor-
backs alongside his successful 
passing game and Scottie Phillips’ 
success on the ground.
Most defenses in the SEC, and 
college football for that matter, 
do not have the personnel on the 
field to account for a dynamic 
running back, a deep and ver-
satile receiving corps, two tight 
ends who can run and a quar-
terback who can beat them with 
both his arm and legs.
The Arkansas game offers a 
blueprint for the Ole Miss offense 
to stay on track in conference 
play. Auburn does not have the 
defensive talent of LSU or Ala-
bama, but they are much deeper 
than the test that Arkansas of-
fered. If Longo can call on a sim-
ilar game plan against Auburn, 




FILE PHOTO: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON
Quarterback Jordan Ta’amu completes a pass to the end zone during the 
homecoming game versus Louisiana-Monroe earlier this season. Ole Miss won the 
game 70-21. 
